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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 4, 5, 11, 13, 19, and 21 are cancelled. Claims 22 - 30 have been added. 
Claims 1, 6, and 14 are amended. 

1. (currently amended) A system for inter-thread communications, comprising: 
at least one thread from a first group of threads; 

a first buffer for buffering a request from the at least one thread from the first 

group; 

at least one thread from a second group of threads for performing an operation 
according to the request retrieved from the first buffer, the at least one thread from the 
first group of threads not being informed as to which of the second group of threads 
performs the operation ; and 

a second buffer for buffering a response with respect to the request, the 
response being generated by the at least one thread from the second group, the 
response being retrieved by tho at loast ono ajhread from the first group. 

2. (original) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the first group of threads 
includes a user interface thread. 

3. (original) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the second group of 
threads includes a worker thread. 

Claims4-5 (cancelled). 

6. (currently amended) A method for inter-thread communications, comprising: 
sending, by a thread from a first group of threads, a request to a first buffer; 
retrieving, by a thread from a second group of threads, the request from the first 
buffer according to a predetermined criterion; 
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processing the request , rotr i ovod by tho rotr i oving bv the thread from the second 
group of threads, the at least one thread from the first group of threads not being 
informed as to which of the second group of threads performs the operation ; 

sending, by the thread from the second group, a response with respect to the 
request to a second buffer after the processing; and 

receiving, by a thread from the first group, the response from the second buffer 
according to a second predetermined criterion. 

7. (original) The method according to claim 6, wherein the first group includes a 
user interface thread; and 

the second group includes a worker thread. 

8. (previously presented) The method according to claim 6, wherein retrieving 
the request by a thread from the second group according to a predetermined criterion 
includes retrieving according to whether the thread from the second group can perform 
the operation requested by the request. 

9. (original) The method according to claim 6, wherein the receiving the 
response by a thread from the first group of thread according to a second 
predetermined criterion includes receiving according to whether the response is 
addressed to the thread from the first group of threads. 

Claims 10-13 (cancelled). 

14. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having program code 
stored therein for causing, when executed, inter-thread communications to occur 
comprising: 

sending, by a thread from a first group of threads, a request to a first buffer; 
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retrieving, by a thread from a second group of threads, the request from the first 
buffer according to a predetermined criterion; 

processing the reques t, r e tr ie v e d by th e r e tr ie v i ng by the thread from the second 
group of threads, the at least one thread from the first group of threads not being 
informed as to which of the second group of threads performs the operation ; 

sending, by the thread from the second group, a response with respect to the 
request to a second buffer after the processing; and 

receiving, by a thread from the first group of threads[[s]], the response from the 
second buffer according to a second predetermined criterion. 

15. (original) The medium according to claim 14, wherein the first group of 
threads includes a user interface thread; and 

the second group of threads includes a worker thread. 

16. (previously presented) The medium according to claim 14, wherein 
retrieving the request by a thread from the second group of threads according to a 
predetermined criterion includes retrieving according to whether the thread from the 
second group can perform the operation requested by the request. 

17. (original) The medium according to claim 14, wherein the receiving the 
response by a thread from the first group of threads according to a second 
predetermined criterion includes receiving according to whether the response is 
addressed to the thread from the first group of threads. 

Claim 18-21 (cancelled) 

22. (new) The system of claim 1 , wherein the response is retrieved by the 
thread from the first group of threads. 
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23. (new) The system of claim 1 , wherein the response is retrieved by a 
different thread, other than the thread from the first group of threads. 

24. (new) The system of claim 1 , wherein the first buffer buffers the request in a 
buffer cell according to a priority of the request. 

25. (new) A system for inter-thread communications, comprising: 
at least one thread from a first group of threads; 

a first buffer for buffering a request from the at least one thread from the first 

group; 

at least one thread from a second group of threads for performing an operation 
according to the request retrieved from the first buffer, each of the second group of 
threads examining the request to determine if said each of said second group of 
threads can process the request; and 

a second buffer for buffering a response with respect to the request, the 
response being generated by the at least one thread from the second group, the 
response being retrieved by a thread from the first group. 

26. (new) The system of claim 25, wherein the first group of threads manages 
storing the request in the first buffer and the second group of threads manages storing 
the response in the second buffer. 

27. (new) A method for inter-thread communications, comprising: 
sending, by a thread from a first group of threads, a request to a first buffer; 
retrieving, by a thread from a second group of threads, the request from the first 

buffer according to a predetermined criterion, each of the second group of threads 
examining the request to determine if said each of said second group of threads can 
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process the request; 

processing the request by the thread from the second group of threads; 

sending, by the thread from the second group, a response with respect to the 
request to a second buffer after the processing; and 

receiving, by a thread from the first group, the response from the second buffer 
according to a second predetermined criterion. 

28. (new) The method of claim 27, wherein the first group of threads manages 
storing the request in the first buffer and the second group of threads manages storing 
the response in the second buffer. 

29. (new) A computer-readable medium encoded with a program of a thread for 
inter-communication, the program, when executed, causing: 

sending, by a thread from a first group of threads, a request to a first buffer; 

retrieving, by a thread from a second group of threads, the request from the first 
buffer according to a predetermined criterion, each of the second group of threads 
examining the request to determine if said each of said second group of threads can 
process the request; 

processing the request by the thread from the second group of threads; 

sending, by the thread from the second group, a response with respect to the 
request to a second buffer after the processing; and 

receiving, by a thread from the first group, the response from the second buffer 
according to a second predetermined criterion. 

30. (new) The medium of claim 29, wherein the first group of threads manages 
storing the request in the first buffer and the second group of threads manages storing 
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